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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 


YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  of  Stretford  for  the  year  1956. 

As  may  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  the  statistical  section  of  the 
report  the  general  health  of  the  people  of  Stretford  for  the 
year  under  review  has  been  satisfactory. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  main  points  of  interest  concerning  the  vital  statistics 
for  the  year  are  as  follows: — 

Population 

The  estimate  by  the  Registrar  General  of  the  mid- 1956 
resident  population  was  61,920,  an  increase  of  46  over  the 
census  population  of  1951,  but  a  decrease  of  140  on  the 
estimated  figure  for  1955. 

Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
1,024,  539  male  and  485  female,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand 
of  the  population  of  15.7,  which  shows  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  over  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  15.7  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Of  the  1,024  live  births  57  were  illegitimate,  a  ratio  of 
illegitimate  to  legitimate  births  of  1  to  18.  The  number  of 
still  births  recorded  was  21,  giving  a  still  birth  rate  per 
thousand  total  births  of  17.  the  rate  for  the  previous  year 
being  19. 

Death  Rate 

There  were  657  deaths  during  the  year.  350  male  and  307 
female,  giving  an  adjusted  general  death  rate  of  12.8  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  This  shows  a  slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  12.5.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.7. 
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Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  no  maternal  death  was 
recorded. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1955  was  38  per  thousand 
live  births  as  compared  with  25  in  the  previous  year.  This 
figure  is  well  above  the  national  average  of  23.8  per  thousand 
live  births  and  is  the  highest  mortality  rate  recorded  in 
Stretford  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Although  this  increase  is  very  disappointing  and  is  rather 
difficult  to  explain  it  is  important  to  remember  that  it  is  not 
quite  so  significant  as  it  may  at  first  sight  appear  to  be,  since 
all  rates  computed  annually  when  dealing  with  relatively 
small  populations  are  liable  to  rather  extreme  fluctuations. 
A  more,  accurate  index  of  the  trend  may  be  obtained  by 
taking  an  average  over  the  past  few  years,  and  if  this  is  done 
for  1954,  55  and  56  the  infant  mortality  rate  over  the  three 
years  is  26.6  per  thousand,  which  is  only  a  little  above  the 
national  average  for  a  similar  period. 

Nevertheless  it  is  a  little  disconcerting  to  be  faced  with  a 
sudden  steep  increase  in  the  mortality  rate  amongst  infants, 
when  one  expects  the  trend  to  be  one  of  improvement,  in 
view  of  the  continual  advancement  in  medical  science,  and 
the  increase  in  medical  facilities  available  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act.  It  therefore  behoves  us  to  try  to  find 
some  explanation  for  the  increased  number  of  deaths  if  one 
is  to  be  found.  The  obvious  starting  point  for  such  a  search 
is  a  study  of  the  causes  of  death  and  the  most  significant 
feature  here  is,  that  like  previous  years  a  very  high  proportion 
of  the  deaths  occur  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  life.  Out 
of  a  total  of  39  infant  deaths,  no  fewer  than  28  occurred 
during  the  first  four  weeks,  that  is  approximately  72  per  cent, 
of  the  total. 

The  majority  of  these  neo-natal  deaths  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  statistical  table  given  in  the  report,  were  due  to 
congenital  abnormality  and  prematurity,  which,  of  course, 
suggests  that  if  any  improvement  is  to  be  obtained  attention 
must  be  directed  particularly  to  the  care  of  the  expectant 
mother.  If,  as  the  statistical  evidence  suggests,  the  antenatal 
care  provided  is  inadequate,  it  is  not  easy  to  pin-point  the 
nature  of  this  inadequacy,  except  to  reiterate  the  difficulty  of 
developing  a  really  efficient  antenatal  service  under  the 
existing  tripartite  division  of  responsibility  amongst  Local 
Health  Authority,  Hospital,  and  General  Practitioner  services. 
It  cannot  be  claimed  that  hospital  beddage  in  the  area  is 
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insufficient,  since  a  very  high  percentage  (over  80  per  cent.) 
of  mothers  have  their  babies  in  hospital,  and  Local  Health 
Authority  and  Hospital  antenatal  relaxation  clinics  are 
available,  and  popular. 

On  the  environmental  side  it  is  again  difficult  to  find  a  con¬ 
tributory  cause.  It  is  well  known  that  poor  living  conditions 
and  high  infant  death  rates  go  together,  but  1  think  it  is  true 
to  say  of  Stretford  that  the  standard  of  housing  and  social 
conditions  generally  are  well  above  the  average  for  an  urban 
community.  This  is  shown  by  the  relatively  few  houses 
required  to  be  included  in  the  slum  clearance  programme, 
and  the  general  health  and  standard  of  living  of  the  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole. 

Infectious  Diseases 

For  the  fifth  consecutive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified  which  is  very  gratifying  to  report.  This  freedom 
from  the  disease  does,  however,  bring  with  it  the  grave 
danger  of  complacency  amongst  parents  and  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  alike,  as  is  shown  by  the  low  percentage  of  pre¬ 
school  children  who  are  receiving  protective  inoculation 
against  the  disease.  At  the  end  of  the  year  only  45  per  cent, 
of  this  age  group  were  adequately  immunised,  which  is  well 
below  the  safety  level.  It  is  hoped  that  more  infants  will 
be  presented  for  diphtheria  immunisation  in  the  future, 
but  this  depends  chiefly  on  the  co-operation  of  the 
parents,  since  there  is  very  little  room  for  the  further 
improvement  of  facilities  or  propaganda,  which  are  the  other 
factors  involved.  It  has  been  well  established  over  recent 
years  that  parents  no  longer  appreciate  the  necessity  for 
diphtheria  prophylaxis;  and  for  this  reason  the  combined 
whooping  cough — diphtheria  vaccine  is  playing  an  ever  in¬ 
creasing  role  in  persuading  parents  to  have  their  children 
protected,  since  the  effect  of  whooping  cough  is  well  known 
to  the  modern  mother  whereas  she  is  not  likely  to  have  seen 
the  devastating  effect  of  a  diphtheria  epidemic. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  carrying  diphtheria  immuni¬ 
sation  along  with  whooping  cough,  very  serious  thought 
should  be  given  before  a  return  is  made  to  separate  pro¬ 
cedures  for  the  two  diseases,  as  is  now  being  advocated  in 
certain  quarters  following  the  publication  of  the  recent 
Medical  Research  Council  report,  on  the  association  between 
combined  vaccines  and  provocative  paralytic  poliomyelitis. 
The  relative  risks  involved  must  be  very  carefully  weighed, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  it  would  be  a  much 
greater  public  health  hazard  to  discontinue  combined  immuni¬ 
sation  at  the  present  time,  and  so  present  the  diphtheria  bacil¬ 
lus  with  a  susceptible  child  population  to  attack.  Even  a  par¬ 
tial  return  to  the  high  incidence  of  diphtheria  prevailing  fifteen 
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years  ago,  would  be  a  very  high  price  to  pay  for  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  what  is  after  all  a  very  small  number  of  poliomyelitis 
cases. 

The  number  of  confirmed  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis 
notified  during  the  year  was  fourteen,  which  is  a  considerable 
increase  on  the  yearly  average  since  1946.  Six  of  the  fourteen 
cases  wqre  paralytic. 

Each  case  was  carefully  investigated  epidemiologically,  but 
in  no  single  instance  could  a  direct  link  with  a  known  case 
be  established.  The  outbreak  coincided  with  the  increased 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  greater  Manchester  area,  and 
was  the  subject  of  considerable  national  Press  publicity.  This 
type  of  publicity,  which  is  of  very  doubtful  value,  gave  rise 
to  considerable  anxiety  amongst  the  general  population  with 
its  attendant  pressures  on  the  Health  Department  for  preven¬ 
tative  action. 

The  immunisation  campaign  against  diphtheria  and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  was  suspended  during  the  months  of  July,  August 
and  September,  and  an  attempt  made  to  restrict  physical 
activity  in  the  susceptible  age  groups  by  limiting  the  period 
allowed  in  the  swimming  baths  and  cutting  out  all  strenuous 
pursuits  from  school  activities.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
improve  the  standards  of  personal  hygiene  by  all  the  usual 
health  educational  means,  and  in  this  respect  I  should  very 
much  like  to  thank  the  local  Press  for  their  excellent  co¬ 
operation.  It  may  be  that  the  limited  action  taken  and  the 
considerable  amount  of  advice  given,  had  some  effect  in 
limiting  the  size  of  the  outbreak,  but  it  is  one  of  the  dis¬ 
advantages  of  preventive  medicine  that  no  firm  claim  of  this 
nature  can  be  made. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 

Once,  again  I  have  to  report  a  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  lung  cancer,  there  being  27  male  and  5  female  deaths 
during  the  year.  This  is  the  highest  number  of  deaths  recorded 
from  lung  cancer  during  any  year  for  which  records  are  avail¬ 
able.  Cancer  of  this  site  accounted  for  more  than  25  per 
cent,  of  the  total  cancer  mortality,  and  what  is  much  more 
important,  the  average  age  at  death  was  much  lower  than 
that  of  cancer  of  other  parts  of  the  body.  Most  lung  cancer 
deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  45  and  60  years  and  for 
this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  it  is  important  that  every  effort 
must  be  made  to  prevent  the  ever-increasing  mortality  rate 
from  this  disease. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  run  the  risk  of  being  considered 
boring,  by  repeating  the  views  expressed  at  some  length  in 
my  report  of  1955,  regarding  the  causal  relationship  between 
lung  cancer  and  cigarette  smoking.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the 
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medical  evidence  produced  by  reliable  workers  in  a  large 
number  of  different  countries,  since  writing  my  previous  re¬ 
port,  has  strengthened  the  case  against  smoking,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  appreciate  what  further  statistical  proof  must  be 
adduced  to  convince  the  rational  individual  that  cigarette 
smoking  is  at  least  an  important  contributory  cause  of  the 
disease.  It  is  at  least  encouraging  to  know  that  the  Minister  of 
Health  has  at  last  decided  that  the  facts  should  be  impressed 
upon  the  nation  through  the  Health  Education  services  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority.  Just  how  much  effect  a  campaign 
of  this  type  will  have  on  the  confirmed  smoker  is  extremely 
difficult  to  predict,  probably  not  very  much,  since  unfor¬ 
tunately  there  is  no  easy  method  of  breaking  the  habit.  It 
is  not  given  to  many  of  us  to  have  the  strength  of  will  neces¬ 
sary  to  discontinue  pleasurable  habits,  although  we  may  be 
fully  aware  that  they  are  detrimental  to  our  health  and  well 
being.  The  one  hope  for  the  future  is  that  we  can  persuade 
a  much  larger  number  of  adolescents  not  to  acquire  the  habit 
of  cigarette  smoking,  but  this  again  will  be  no  easy  task  so 
long  as  the  majority  of  mature  and  influential  adults  con¬ 
tinue  to  smoke.  Most  teenagers  are  influenced  much  more 
by  example  than  precept,  if  parents  honestly  feel  that  they 
would  prefer  to  see  their  children  non-smokers  in  adult  life, 
the  most  likely  way  of  achieving  it,  is  to  make  the  sacrifice 
of  abandoning  the  habit  themselves.  Looked  at  in  this  un¬ 
selfish  light,  the  will  of  the  parent  may  be  fortified  in  any 
serious  attempt  he  or  she  may  make  to  break  the  smoking 
habit. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  major  problem  in  environmental  hygiene  in  the  area, 
as  it  is  in  most  industrial  zones,  is  undoubtedly  contamination 
of  the  air  we  breath.  This  air  is  heavily  polluted  from 
industrial  and  domestic  sources  with,  in  addition,  an  ever- 
increasing  amount  of  exhaust  gases  from  the  internal  combus¬ 
tion  engine.  Mush  argument  has  taken  place  as  to  which  is  the 
greatest  offender,  but  this  appears  to  me  to  be  chiefly  of 
academic  interest,  since  every  effort  ought  to  be  made  to 
control  all  these  sources  of  pollution. 

The  amount  of  ill  health  attributable  to  the  lack  of  clean 
air  is  not  easy  to  assess,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is 
a  major  factor  in  the  production  of  the  high  incidence  of 
bronchitis  found  amongst  our  urban  dwellers,  and  may  play 
a  significant  role  in  the  production  of  more  serious  lung  con¬ 
ditions. 

Until  coal  ceases  to  be  used  as  a  fuel  and  treated  with  the 
respect  which  it  deserves  as  a  very  valuable  chemical,  it  is 
difficult  to  see  any  real  answer  to  the  problem.  No  doubt 
the  vigorous  implementation  of  the  recent  Clean  Air  Act  by 
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the  local  authorities  can  do  much  to  improve  the  existing 
nuisance  from  black  smoke  from  both  domestic  and  indus¬ 
trial  chimneys,  but  can  do  practically  nothing  to  prevent  the 
contamination  of  the  air  by  sulphur  compounds  which  are 
probably  much  more  important  from  the  health  aspect. 
Having  admitted  this,  it  should  not,  however,  be  made  an 
excuse  for  not  doing  anything  about  preventable  black  smoke, 
since  even  a  partial  improvement  in  the  position  is  well 
worthy  of  every  effort. 

In  the  Trafford  Park  district  of  the  Borough  where  approxi¬ 
mately  900  families  reside,  the  problem  is  particularly  acute. 
These  homes  situated  as  they  are  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
greatest  concentrations  of  industry  in  the  country,  are  sub¬ 
jected  at  times  to  very  high  concentrations  of  pollution,  and 
to  noxious  odours  from  adjacent  industrial  concerns. 
Numerous  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year 
from  residents  in  this  area  and  every  effort  has  been  made  by 
the  Health  Department  staff  with  the  helpful  co-operation 
of  the  various  works  managements  to  obtain  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  position.  Improvement  has  been  achieved  where 
this  is  possible,  but  it  must  be  appreciated  that  under  present 
conditions  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  obtain  the  improve¬ 
ment  desirable  for  living  conditions  without  a  complete  re¬ 
organisation  of  industry  in  the  area.  It  is  most  unfortunate 
that  a  little  more  vision  was  not  exercised  in  the  development 
of  this  industrial  estate,  and  the  intermingling  of  industry  and 
homes  avoided,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  very  few  individuals 
at  the  time  the  dwellinghouses  were  built  could  have  fore¬ 
seen  the  magnitude  of  the  industrial  expansion  in  the  area. 

Sewage  Disposal 

It  is  very  disappointing  to  have  to  report  the  considerable 
delay  which  has  occurred  in  the  replacement  of  the  existing 
antiquated  method  of  sewage  disposal  by  a  modern  plant. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  year  under  review  would  see  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  scheme,  or  at  least  the  fixing  of  a  firm 
starting  date  for  the  project,  but  this  has  not  been  achieved. 
I  must  repeat  my  previous  warning  that  so  long  as  the  present 
conditions  exist  at  the  sewage  works,  there  will  be  a  potential 
risk  to  the  health  of  the  community.  It  is  to  be  hoped  there¬ 
fore.  that  the  new  scheme  will  be  completed  without  much 
further  delay. 

Housing 

The  system  of  dealing  with  applications  for  re-housing  on 
medical  grounds,  whereby  a  confidential  report  is  received 
by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  family  doctor  of 
the  applicant,  has  worked  well  during  the  year,  and  I  am 
grateful  for  the  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area. 
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During  the  year  168  cases  were  dealt  with  of  which  140, 
or  83  per  cent,  warranted  some  degree  of  priority  on  health 
grounds.  The  number  of  such  families  actually  re-housed 
at  the  end  of  the  ye.ar  was  17. 

“Service  and  Efficiency” 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  I  have  received  from  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
throughout  the  year  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 
Each  one  of  them,  technical  and  administrative,  has  lived 
up  to  the  Borough  motto  quoted  above  and  have  acted  as 
safe  guardians  of  the  public  health. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  to  you  Mr.  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee.  1  offer  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  your  encouragement,  kindliness  and  forbearance 
during  the  year. 

I  have  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

WM.  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1956 


Area  (Statute  Acres) .  3,530 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid- 1956  61,920 

(Census,  1951)  61,874 

(Census,  1931)  56,791 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (end  of  1956), 

according  to  Rate  Rooks  (estimated)  .  18,396 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (Census,  1951)  17,321 

Persons  per  acre  .  17.54 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census, 

1951)  19,445 

Rateable  Value  .  £959,053 

Product  of  Id.  Rate .  £3,897 


VITAL  STATISTICS  BASED  ON  THE  NET  BIRTHS 
AND  DEATHS  AFTER  CORRECTION  FOR  INWARD 
AND  OUTWARD  TRANSFERS  AS  FURNISHED  BY 
THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL 


Live  Births 


{Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 


M. 

F. 

Total 

513 

454 

967 

26 

31 

57 

539 

485 

1,024 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  (adjusted)  .  15.7 

Still  Births  .  21 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births .  17 

Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  657 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  (adjusted)  .  12.8 


The  crude  death  rate  of  10.6  per  1,000  population,  after 
adjustment  by  the  use  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1.21 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  gives  a  death  rate  of  12.8 
per  1,000,  which  is  statistically  comparable  with  the  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.7  per  1,000. 
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Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  None 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  38 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  37 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  53 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  120 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  None 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  None 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  Gastritis  and  Enteritis  2 

The  above  statistical  rates  are  based  on  a  population  of 
61,920  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at  the  middle 
of  1956. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Registrar-General’s  Classification. 

Males  Females 


u 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

8 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  . 

2 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

4 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  .  . 

■ — - 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

- — - 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

1 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

4 

13 

1  1. 

,,  lung,  bronchus  . 

27 

5 

12. 

,,  ,,  breast  . 

— 

7 

13. 

uterus  . 

— 

6 

14. 

(other  sites) 

.  26 

32 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

.  3 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

43 

65 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

60 

37 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

11 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

.  27 

37 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

.  23 

14 

2? 

Influenza  . 

2 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  .  . 

8 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  .  . 

41 

16 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

4 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

2 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

7 

7 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

31 

31 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

2 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . 

5 

4 

35. 

Suicide  . 

3 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

All  causes  . 

350 

\ _ 

307 

V 

— V — 

657 
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WARD  INCIDENCE  OF  DEATHS  OCCURRING  IN  1956 


Stretford  .  75 

Longford  .  105 

Talbot  North  104 

Talbot  South  73 

Trafford  .  79 

Cornbrook  82 

Clifford  81 

Park  “A” .  17 

Park  “B” .  41 


Total  657 


BIRTHS 

On  the  Registrar-General’s  figure  of  1,024  registered  births, 
a  crude  birth  rate  for  the  year  of  16.5  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  is  obtained,  which  is  adjusted  by  use  of 
the  comparability  factor  of  0.95  giving  a  birth  rate  of  15.7 
per  1,000,  comparable  with  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  of  15.7  per  1,000. 


DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Stretford  residents  recorded 
by  the  Registrar-General  is  657  (see  Table  on  page  13). 

443  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
including  42  deaths  of  non-residents  which  were  transferred 
to  their  appropriate  registration  areas:  256  Stretford  residents 
died  outside  the  district.  The  net  number  of  deaths  of 
Stretford  residents  (occurring  within  or  outside  the  district) 
was  therefore  657.  Of  this  number,  408  (or  62.10  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths)  occurred  after  the  age  of  65  years. 


Age  at  death  Number 

0—1  39 

1—2  .  1 

2—5  — 

5—15  2 

1 5—25  3 

25—45  24 

45—65  180 

65—75  161 

75  and  over  .  247 


Total  .  657 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the 
Authority  are  given  on  page  3  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  for  the  examination  of  Pathological 
and  Bacteriological  specimens  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health),  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester,  and  at  143  Regent  Road,  Salford.  There 
is  frequent  and  mutual  collaboration  between  the  Department 
and  the  Laboratory.  Dr.  Parker  and  his  staff  at  the  Labora¬ 
tory  have  continued  to  give  prompt  advice  which  has  been 
of  practical  value. 


The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1951 

8  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  1956  as 
compared  with  3  in  1955.  All  patients  made  a  satisfactory 
recovery. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  by  the  Registrar-General 
during  1956. 

The  improvement  in  the  mortality  figures  since  1932  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: — 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


(Registrar-General’s  Figures) 


Year 

Stretford 

England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

1932 

3 

4-08 

4-24 

1933 

5 

7-07 

4-24 

1934 

3 

2-48 

4-41 

1935 

3 

3-74 

3-93 

1936 

3 

3-98 

3-81 

1937 

3 

3-76 

3-11 

1938 

3 

2-63 

3-08 

1939 

2 

2-86 

2-82 

1940 

1 

1-50 

216 

1941 

— 

— 

2-23 

1942 

2 

2-63 

201 

1943 

5 

5-17 

2-29 

1944 

1 

0-87 

1-93 

1945 

3 

2-84 

1-79 

1946 

1 

0-76 

1-43 

1947 

3 

2-16 

1-17 

1948 

1 

0-79 

102 

1949 

— 

— 

0-98 

1950 

1 

0-93 

0-86 

1951 

1 

0-98 

0-79 

1952 

— 

— — 

0-72 

1953 

— 

— 

0-76 

1954 

1 

104 

0-69 

1955 

•  — 

— 

0-64 

1956 

— 

— 

0-56 

Deaths  from  abortion  have  been  included  each  year  since  1943. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1956 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1956  was  38  per  1,000  live 
births,  as  compared  with  25  in  the  previous  year.  This  is 
comparable  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  23.8  per 
1,000  live  births.  From  the  table  on  page  17  it  will  be 
observed  that  of  the  39  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of 
age,  28  occurred  within  1  month  of  birth. 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 
Certified  Causes 

Pneumonia 

3  deaths  were  due  to  Pneumonia 

1  at  1  day 

2  at  3  weeks 

Congenital  Heart 

1  at  2  days 
1  at  1  week 
1  at  3  weeks 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
1  at  2  days 
1  at  3  days 

1  at  4  days 

Prematurity 

5  within  24  hours 

Atelectasis 

2  within  24  hours 
1  at  1  day 

1  at  2  days 

Spina  Bifida 

2  within  24  hours 
1  at  2  weeks 

Asphyxia 

1  within  24  hours 

Amencephaly 

2  within  24  hours 

Haemolytic  Disease 

1  within  24  hours 

Epilepsies 

1  at  2  days 

Haemorrhage  from  Umbilical  Cord 
1  within  24  hours 

Exomphalos 

1  within  24  hours 

72  per  cent,  of  the  total  infantile  mortality  for  the  year 
was  due  to  the  28  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  first  month 
after  birth. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE,  1932-1956 


Year 

Stretford 

England  and  Wales 

Infantile 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1932 

44 

59 

65 

1933 

33 

46 

64 

1934 

32 

41 

59 

1935 

47 

60 

57 

1936 

28 

37 

59 

1937 

45 

59 

58 

1938 

39 

53 

53 

1939 

25 

56 

50 

1940 

48 

75 

55 

1941 

25 

44 

59 

1942 

54 

74 

49 

1943 

55 

59 

49 

1944 

54 

48 

46 

1945 

54 

49 

46 

1946 

55 

45 

43 

1947 

54 

40 

41 

1948 

57 

46 

34 

1949 

41 

36 

32 

1950 

33 

31.0 

29.8 

1951 

19 

18.7 

29.6 

1952 

19 

19 

27.6 

1953 

26 

26 

26.8 

1954 

16 

17 

25.5 

1955 

20 

25 

24.9 

1956 

39 

38 

23.8 

Page  Nineteen 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  area  relating  to  Water  Supply,  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  Local  Authority  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  is  the  Mersey  Rivers  Board.  The  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  Borough  have  been  kept  under  observa¬ 
tion  by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  effluent  from  the  Stretford  Sewage  Works  discharges 
into  the  Kickety  Brook  and  eventually  into  the  River  Mersey. 
Examination  of  the  effluent  is  carried  out  systematically  by 
the  Mersey  Rivers  Board. 

A  scheme  for  additional  works  and  improvements  at  the 
Sewage  Works  is  awaiting  Ministry  approval. 


Closet  Accommodation  (end  of  1956) 

No.  of  Middens  .  None 

„  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens .  None 

„  Pail  Closets  .  14 

„  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens)  .  None 

„  Fresh-water  Closets .  23,312 

„  Moveable  Ashbins  for  refuse  .  19,935 

„  Waste-water  Closets  .  None 


Public  Cleansing 

The  arrangements  are  efficient  and  satisfactory,  in  spite 
of  difficulties  connected  with  man-power  problems  and 
increased  costs. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  tabular  statement  is  submitted  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  under  Article  27(18)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935: — 

Inspections  by  Sanitary  Staff  during  1956 — 


Dwellings  2,781 

Factories  205 

Shops  .  230 

No.  of  notices  served  during  the  year — 

Statutory — Public  Health  Acts  306 

Informal  .  636 
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Results  of  service  of  notices — 

Statutory — Public  Health  Acts.  Complied  with  260 


Informal — Complied  with  or  in  hand  591 

Outstanding  45 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  .  2,332 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated .  2,208 


In  addition  to  the  informal  notices  referred  to  above,  letters 
of  intimation  as  to  nuisances  have  been  sent  in  15  cases, 
making  a  total  of  651  instances  in  which  informal  action  has 
been  taken  to  obtain  a  remedy. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  two  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination  plants. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
in  the  Borough. 

Schools 

The  sanitary  condition  of  all  primary  and  secondary  schools 
is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  water  supply 
to  each  school  is  from  the  Manchester  Corporation.  Each 
school  is  visited  once  every  quarter  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  who  reports  to  the  Committee  for  Education. 
Defects  found  are  promptly  remedied. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  three  premises  registered  for  the  conduct  of 
offensive  trades  (two  fat  melting,  one  gut  scraping),  the  super¬ 
vision  of  which  is  among  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  Full  compliance  with  bye-law  requirements  has 
been  maintained  during  the  year,  and  one  factory,  where 
contents  relate  to  both  gut  scraping  and  fat  melting,  is 
regarded  as  a  model  in  regard  to  both  layout  and  operation. 
At  the  other  building,  where  fat  melting  is  carried  on,  re¬ 
construction  work  is  in  progress. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

There  are  no  “common  lodging  houses”  in  the  Borough, 
but  there  is  still  a  large  number  of  houses  let  off  in  rooms 
(“Houses  let  in  lodgings,”  “flats”)  with  inadequate  amenities 
for  each  individual  family. 
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SECTION  D 
HOUSING 


(a)  Statistics 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 


(i)  By  the  local  authority  . 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Houses  completed  since  1939 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  . 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Total  . 


Houses  Hats 


12  20 

9  1 

Rebuilt  after 
demolition  due  to 

New 

enemy  action 

*1,568 

30 

|286 

99 

1,854 

129 

*  Includes  42  prefabricated  houses  and  779  Hats,  t  Includes  30  flats. 

(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  842 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  2,578 


(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fit: — 

(a)  Number  found  during  year  10 

(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  of  year  1 0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the  year 

to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit .  832 


(2)  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954): — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  during 


year: 

(a)  Unfit  houses  Nil 

(b)  Other  houses .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  persons  displaced  .  Nil 
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(3)  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas:— 

(i)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  year: 


(a)  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(i)  Demolished  as  a  result  of 

formal  or  informal  procedure 
(Section  11)  . 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 

undertaking  given  by  owners 
under  Section  11  and  still  in 
force  . 

(iii)  Parts  of  building  closed 

(Section  12)  . 

(b)  Housing  Act.  1949 — 

(i)  Closed  as  a  result  of  closing 
orders  under  Sections  3  (1) 
and  3  (2) 

(c)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act.  1953 — 

(i)  Closed  as  a  result  of  closing 
orders  under  Sections  10  (1) 
and  1 1  (2)  . 

(2)  Repairs  during  the  year: 


No.  of 

Houses  Persons 
Displaced 


Nil  Nil 


Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 


Nil  Nil 


Nil  Nil 

No.  of  houses 


(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied  during  the 
period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by 
the  local  authority  under  the  Housing  or 
Public  Health  Acts  557 


(b)  Public  Health  Acts — action  after  service 
of  formal  notice — Houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied — 


(i)  By  owners  202 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  33 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1936 — action  after  service 
of  formal  notice  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and 
16) — Houses  made  fit — 

(i)  By  owners  2 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(d)  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act,  1954: 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  im¬ 
proved  and  Demolition  Orders  revoked 
(Section  5)  Nil 


Page  Twenty-Three 


(4)  Unfit  Houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954): — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for 

temporary  accommodation  and  approved  for 
grant  under  Section  7  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in 

(1)  above  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 

temporary  occupation  (Section  6)  . Nil 

(5)  Housing  Act,  1949— 

Improvement  Grants,  etc. 


Private 

bodies 

or  ind 

ividuals 

Local  Authority 

Action  during  year  : 

No.  of 

No.  of 

dwelling- 

dwelling- 

No.  of 

houses  or 

No.  of 

houses  or 

Schemes 

other 

Schemes 

other 

buildings 

buildings 

affected 

affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  pri- 

vate  individuals  to 

local  authority 

4 

5 

— 

— 

(b)  Approved  by  local 

authority  . 

2 

3 

— 

— 

(c)  Submitted  by  local 

authority  to  Minis- 

try . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(d)  Finally  approved 

by  Ministry  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Work  completed . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(f)  Additional  separate 

dwellings  included 

in  (e)  above) . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

One  loan  made  under  Section  4(1)  (c)  of  the  Act  for  conversion  of 
a  dwelling  into  two  flats,  and  101  applications  approved  for  advances  for 
house  purchase  under  Sections  4(1)  (a)  and  (b). 

(b)  Housing  Conditions 

(1)  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions 

The  general  standard  of  houses  is  good  and  the  majority 
are  sound  and  less  than  50  years  old.  Less  than  5  per  cent, 
are  sub-standard  to  a  degree  that  will  make  them  statutory 
responsibility  of  the  Council  within  10  years.  Intermittent 
overcrowding  occurs  in  some  larger  houses  let  in  lodgings. 
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(2)  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses 

(a)  Extent  of  shortage,  stating  minimum  number  and  type 
of  houses  required: 

1.384  applicants  on  register. 

Houses  required:  553  1 -bedroom  type. 

582  2-bedroom  type. 

217  3-bedroom  type. 

22  4-bedroom  type. 

3  5 -bedroom  type. 

(b)  Particulars  of  any  housing  scheme  in  hand  or  con¬ 
templated: 

36  houses  and  44  flats  in  course  of  construction. 

2  houses  and  130  flats  planned  for  1957. 

(c)  Any  special  difficulties  in  the  way  of  providing  suitable 
sites  for  new  houses: 

Little  suitable  building  land  is  available.  Small 
scattered  sites  are  being  investigated  within  the 
Borough  whilst  an  area  of  land  outside  the  Borough 
has  been  purchased  for  housing  development. 


(3)  Overcrowding 

The  principal  cause  of  overcrowding  is  the  sub-letting  of 
rooms  in  larger  old  houses  and  frequent  changes  of  tenancy. 
Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  powers  under  Section  11 
and  12  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  Many 
of  the  families  are  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  for  housing 
accommodation.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  in  houses  owned 
by  Local  Authority  have  been  relieved  during  the  year. 


(4)  Fitness  of  Houses 

(a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
or  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

None. 


(b) 


Number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  water 
supply: 

None. 


(c)  Number  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet 
or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation: 

None — Some  families  (in  large  houses  intensively 
occupied)  share  closet  accommodation. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  &  WORKSHOP  ACT, 

1937 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES 

Home  Office  Form  572 

(1)  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
RELATING  TO  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Number  of: 

Premises 

(1) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

No. 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5; 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(6) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

1 

29 

19 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority . 

2 

354 

186 

10 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) . 

3 

5 

5 

3 

Total  . 

388 

210 

10 

— 
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HOME  OFFICE  FORM  573  (. continued ) 

(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Ot 

»o 

X 

oo 

ON 

O 

T“— 1 

(N 

09 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(7) 

' 

' 

' 

' 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

T3 

C 

3 

<2 

y 

y 

£ 

C/5 
■*— > 
o 

3 

y 

03 

X 

y 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

Ot 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

' 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

% 

1 

£ 

C 

C/5 

<D 

C/5 

CS 

U 

Remedied 

(4) 

<N 

1 

1 

ON 

1 

<N 

20 

i 

<N 

64 

o 

t- 

y 

X 

£ 

3 

z 

Found 

(3) 

W5 

1 

1 

24 

1 

<N 

36 

1 

rn 

(N 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Ot 

wo 

X 

oo 

On 

o 

<N 

09 

-2 

3. 

y 


3 

CU 


w 

C/5 

C/5 

<D 

_C 

3 

03 

_y 

y 

O 

C 

cC 

£ 


<N 

C/j 

DC 

C 

3 

£ 

o 

s_ 

y 

u. 

<U 

> 

o 


ro 

A 

y 

H 

3 

•4— < 

03 

<D 

a 

£ 

y 

4-» 

u 

X 

03 

C 

O 

C/5 

CO 

y 

>- 

c 

2 


<A 

c 

_o 

’+-1 

o3 


C 

y 

> 

y 

03 

3 

cr 

y 

03 

03 

c 


W 

C/5 

O 

o 


y 

oo 

03 

C 

• 

03 

t-i 

03 

y 

> 

o 

y 

c 


C/5 

y 

y 

c 

y 

3 

y 

> 

c 

o 

U 

Jh 

03 

■4-> 

3 

CO 

oo 


c 

y 

•  <"H 

y 

3 

3 

1/5 

c 


03 


y 

> 

y 

,y 

vi— i 

y 

-a 

u 

o 

_y 

X) 

03 

> 

3 

C/5 

C 

D 


c/5 

y 

x 

y 

c/5 

J-l 

3 

y 

-4— > 

03 

Uh 

3 

a 

y 

C/5 
-t— i 

O 

Z 


y 


oo 

fi 

3 

_3 

3 

c 


o 

E'M 

-  v* 

o 


y 

< 

y 

X 


£ 

o 

o 

4-> 
00 
c 
+-> 

"y 

C/5 

y 
y 
c 
_  y 
°Sx 

S3  ° 
x 


C/5 

C 

•  »-H 

3  ■ 
00 
oS 

C/5 

y 

y 

c 

s§ 


C/5 

X 

< 

H 

O 

H 


Pag*'  Twenty-Seven 


There  is  no  outwork  conducted  in  the  district  in  unwholesome  premises  as  defined  by  Section  1 1 1  of  the  Act. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

Only  one  dairy  farm  now  survives  within  the  Borough, 
producing  a  total  quantity  of  approximately  34  gallons  of 
milk  per  day. 

The  control  of  milk  production  is  now  the  responsibility 
of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Service,  a  branch  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Registration  of  Retail  Distributors 


Applications 
for  Registration 
received 

Applications 

granted 

Number  of 
Notices  to 
show  Cause 

Applications 
granted  after 
Notice  to 
show  Cause 

Total 

Applications 

granted 

Removed 

from  Register 

On  Register 

at  December 

31st,  1956 

Dairymen 
(i.e.,  Retail  Distri¬ 
butors  of  Milk  with 
dairy  premises) 

8 

Retail  Distributors 
of  Bottled  Milk  only 

18 

18 

— 

— 

18 

— 

124 

Retail  Distributors 
from  Premises  out¬ 
side  district  . 

_ 

i 

_ 

_  — 

_ 

16 

Total . 

18 

18 

— 

— 

18 

— 

148 
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EXAMINATIONS  OF  MILK  SAMPLES 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  milk  samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  and 

Phosphatase  Examination  during  1956 
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between  9  am.  and  10  a.m.  on  the  day  following  collection. 

Raw  Milk.  Must  not  decolourize  Methylene  Blue  within  4|  hours 
if  the  sample  is  taken  from  1st  May  to  31st  October,  or  within 
5i  hours  if  taken  from  1st  November  to  30th  April. 

*  A  guinea  pig  was  inoculated  from  each  sample,  but  no  evidence  of  tuberculous  infection  was  found. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949, 
and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 


Licences  granted  during  1956 


Designation 

To  Retail 
from 
Premises 
within  the 
Borough 

To  Retail 
from 
Premises 
outside  the 
Borough 

Total 

Pasteurised  . 

111 

14 

125 

Sterilised  . 

123 

15 

138 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

28 

12 

40 

Totals . 

262 

41 

303 

AduOteration 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
Sections  9,  13  and  14  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938,  the  Milk  and 
Cream  Regulations  and  the  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk 
Regulations  is  carried  out  by  this  Authority. 

During  the  year  170  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Salford 
City  Analyst  (public  analyst  for  the  Borough)  for  examina¬ 
tion. 

They  comprised  102  milk,  26  ice  cream  and  52  other 
samples. 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  reported  upon  adversely 
by  reason  of  fat  deficiency;  the  samples  were  from  three 
farms,  but  appeal  to  cow  samples  proved  the  milk  to  be 
genuine.  The  farmers  concerned  were  urged  to  seek  advice 
with  a  view  to  improving  the  quality  of  the  supply  and  sub¬ 
sequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  ice  cream  was  6  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat. 
(he  manufacturer  was  cautioned  and  further  samples  proved 
genuine. 

One  sample  of  tea  bore  a  wrapper  without  the  packer’s 
name  and  address  or  the  words  “Registered  Trade  Mark.” 
Enquiries  revealed  that  the  trade  name  was  actually  regis¬ 
tered,  but  the  words  omitted  from  the  label.  The  packer 
has  amended  the  label. 

There  were  no  legal  proceedings  during  the  year. 

141  samples  were  examined  for  preservatives. 


Page  Thirty 


SAMPLES  EXAMINED 
Report  of  the  Borough  Analyst 


Number  adulterated 
or  otherwise  giving 
rise  to  irregularity 

Per  cent. 
Adultera¬ 
tion 

Samples 

Number 

examined 

Preserva¬ 
tives  only 

Other 

Ways 

FOODS: 

Milk 

102 

12 

11.8 

Almonds,  Ground  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Brown  Bread  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Buttercake  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  Spread 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  Spread  with 
Ham . 

1 

Cola  Drink  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cream,  Imitation  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Eccles  Cakes  contain¬ 
ing  Pure  Butter  . 

1 

Ice-cream 

26 

— 

1 

4.0 

Ice  Lolly  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Jam 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly  Crystals  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly,  Table  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Juice  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Morfat  Whipping  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Peas,  Canned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Peel,  Cut,  Lemon, 
Orange  . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

Pepper,  White . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Popcorns,  Buttered, 
Caramel  . 

1 

_ 

Sausage,  Vegetarian 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Soft  Drink 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Soft  Drink  Powder . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tea  . 

3 

— 

1 

33.3 

DRUGS: 

Aspirins,  B.P . 

1 

CamphoratedOil,  B.  P. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Castor  Oil,  B.P . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Chest  Balm  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Children’s  Aspirins . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cough  Linctus  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Oral  Antiseptic 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Food  and  Drugs 

170 

— 

14 

8.3 

Page  Thirty-One 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  table  on  page  34  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease.  There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic,  the 
notifications  and  the  mortality  approximating  to  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  clinical  type  of  scarlet  fever  continues  to  be  mild. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occured  for  the  fifth  year. 

Whilst  the  complete  absence  of  diphtheria  for  the  fifth 
year  in  succession  is  a  very  satisfying  experience,  it  is  feared 
that  there  is  danger  of  complacency  leading  to  neglect  of 
immunisation  against  this  dread  disease. 

Antitoxin  is  available  to  all  medical  practitioners  at  Park 
Hospital,  Flixton. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

This  is  now  a  function  of  the  Divisional  Health  Com¬ 
mittee.  Material  for  immunisation  is  available  for  use  by 
General  Practitioners  on  application  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Offices  and  the  Town  Hall,  Stretford. 

Immunisation  is  also  carried  out  at  each  of  the  County 
Council  School  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
Borough. 

The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  rate  at  31st 
December,  1956. 


At  ages  (years) 

0—5 

5—15 

0—15 

No.  immunised  during  the  year 

ended  31.12.56 

539 

152 

691 

Total  immunised  at  31.12.56 

2,220 

7,763 

9,983 

Per  cent,  immunised  at  31.12.56 

45 

79 

68 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles 

There  were  no  deaths  from  whooping  cough  or  measles. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Eight  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  Three  of 
these  patients  were  confined  to  hospital  and  five  at  home.  All 
were  investigated,  and  in  none  was  there  any  evidence  of 
Streptococcal  infection. 

In  addition  there  were  six  cases  of  septic  abortion  which 
were  treated  in  hospital,  and  recovered. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  cases  of  opthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  31  cases  of  food  poisoning  of  the  following 
types: 

Salmonella  Typhimurium,  11. 

„  Poona,  1. 

B.  Coli.  0111  B4,  19. 

Dysentery 

There  were  147  confirmed  cases  of  sonne  dysentery,  includ¬ 
ing  one  outbreak  at  a  school  involving  52  cases. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

There  were  14  confirmed  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
in  the  Borough  since  1945: — 


Age  incidence 

under  1  year 

( 

9ver 

1  yea 

r 

0-2 

3-5 

6-8 

9-11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6+ 

Year 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

Total 

1945 

1946 

1947 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

9 

1948 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1949 

— 

— 

It 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

15 

1950 

— 

2* 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

16 

1951 

1 

1 

2 

1952 

1 

— 

1 

1953 

2 

1 

3 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1 

3 

10 

14 

Total 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

5 

5 

3 

8 

32 

63 

*  Patients  had  not  received  any  immunising  inoculations 
during  the  12  months  preceding  the  date  of  onset  of 
symptoms— fatal . 

t  Patients  had  not  received  any  immunising  inoculations 
during  the  12  months  preceding  the  date  of  onset  of 
symptoms — some  paralysis. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  to  suggest  any  causal  con¬ 
nection  between  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  onset 
of  poliomyelitis. 


Page  Thirty-Three 


INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 
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CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1947-1956 
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Notifications  were  cancelled  or  amended  in  hospital  in  15 
cases,  viz: — 

In  1  case  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to: 

Measles,  1. 

In  1  case  notified  as  Erysipelas,  diagnosis  was  amended 
to: 


Facial  Sepsis  and  Cavernous  Sinus  Thrombosis,  1. 

In  2  cases  notified  as  Dysentery,  diagnosis  was 
amended  to: 

?  Toxic  Food  Poisoning,  1. 

Enteritis,  1. 

In  7  cases  notified  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic), 
diagnosis  was  amended  to: 

Upper  Respiratory  Infection.  3. 

Tonsilitis,  1. 

Allergic  Rash,  1. 

Bronchitis  Meningism,  1 . 

Pyelitis,  1. 

In  4  cases  notified  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Non-  Para¬ 
lytic),  diagnosis  was  amended  to: 

Upper  Respiratory  Infection,  2. 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis,  1. 

R.U.L.  Pneumonia  and  Meningism,  1 . 

In  1  case  notified  as  Food  Poisoning  and  not  admitted 
to  hospital  the  diagnosis  was  amended  to  Paratyphoid 
B.  (Dundee  type). 

20  cases  notified  as  Dysentery  were  not  confirmed 
bacteriologically. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  DIAGNOSIS 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

\  Patients  Contacts 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . 

Positive 

Negative 

9 

Positive 

Negative 

Swabs  for  Haem-Strep . 

36 

19 

1 

53 

Faeces  for  Dysentery  . 

443 

659 

19 

167 

Faeces  for  Food  Poisoning 

104 

179 

4 

112 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

3 

— 

— - 
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DISINFECTION 


Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  formaldehyde 
spray  and  formalin  vapour  generators.  Infected  bedding  and 
other  articles  suitable  for  disinfection  by  steam  are  dealt  with 
at  Ladywell  Hospital,  Salford.  Other  articles  are  disinfected 
in  situ  by  formalin  or  sulphur.  Full  details  of  the  work  of 
this  section  of  the  Department  are  contained  in  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

Facilities  for  vaccination  are  available  at  all  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  area  and  by  all  general  practitioners. 


CANCER 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  was  1 .99  per  1 ,000  population 
of  the  Borough. 

120  deaths  were  recorded  from  cancer,  and  these  are  shown 
by  age  distribution  and  site  of  disease  on  page  41. 

At  the  age  groups  shown  below  the  deaths  from  cancer 
are  compared  with  total  deaths: — 


At  ages 

(years) 

0—35 

35—45 

45—65 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Total  deaths  from 
cancer . 

4 

7 

40 

69 

120 

Total  deaths  from 
all  causes 

54 

15 

180 

408 

657 

Percentage  of 
cancer  deaths 
to  total  deaths  . 

7-40 

46-66 

22-22 

16-91 

18-25 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1956 
Site  of  Disease  and  Age  at  Death 


CANCER 

(site) 

At  i 

Vges  (years) 

At  all 
Ages 

0  to 
35 

35  to 
45 

45  to 
55 

55  to 
65 

65  and 
over 

Brain 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Antrum  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Thyroid  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Oesophagus  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Bronchus  . 

16 

1 

1 

3 

6 

5 

Lung  . 

17 

— 

— 

1 

8 

8 

Lung  and  Breast  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Breast . 

6 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Spine  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

A  bdomen  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Stomach 

16 

— 

— 

— 

3 

13 

Stomach  and  Liver  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Liver  and  Stomach 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Liver  and  Rectum  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gall  Bladder  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Colon . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Colon  and  Bladder  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pancreas  . 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Caecum  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Kidney  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bladder  . 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Bowel . 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Rectum  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Rectum  and  Colon 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ovary . 

8 

— 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Uterus  . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cervix  . 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Prostate  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Testes . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carcinomatosis . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Totals 

120 

4 

7 

11 

29 

69 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


34  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  4  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There 
were  1 1  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  6  deaths 
from  non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at 
3 1 st  December,  1956  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

191 

177 

368 

28 

30 

58 

219 

207 

426 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1956 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years: 

0- 

1-  . 

2-  . 

5-  . 

1 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

10- 

15-  . 

1 

3 

_ 

2 

___ 

_ 

20-  . 

1 

4 

_ 

1 

_____ 

_ 

1 

25-  . 

5 

2 

_____ 

_____ 

_ 

1 

35-  . 

4 

3 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

45-  . 

4 

1 

__ _ 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

55-  . 

2 

1 

1 

_____ 

4 

_ 

65-  . 

2 

_ 

2 

. 

1 

75  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

20 

14 

1 

3 

11 

— 

5 

1 

34 

4 

11 

6 
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Tuberculosis  New  Cases  and  Motality,  1947-1956 


Year 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1947 

37 

24 

10 

11 

23 

13 

3 

1 

1948 

40 

26 

18 

11 

19 

10 

2 

1 

1949 

33 

20 

5 

7 

17 

7 

1 

2 

1950 

35 

20 

5 

5 

10 

6 

— 

2 

1951 

46 

26 

4 

8 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1952 

27 

29 

3 

2 

13 

6 

— 

1 

1953 

28 

27 

3 

5 

15 

3 

— 

2 

1954 

22 

13 

— 

8 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1955 

28 

18 

4 

3 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1956 

20 

14 

1 

3 

11 

■ 

5 

1 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  situated  at  Stretford  Memorial  Hospital, 
where  all  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  ambulatory  treatment 
are  available. 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 
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Non-Notified  Tuberculosis 


There  were  four  deaths  from  tuberculosis  which  had  not 
been  previously  notified: — 

(1)  A  man  aged  47  years:  certified  cause  of  death: 

I  (a)  Congestive  Cardiac  Failure 

(b)  Cor  pulmonale 

(c)  Emphysema  and  Bronchitis 

II  Tuberculosis  of  Spine 

(2)  A  man  aged  71  years:  certified  cause  of  death: 

I  (a)  Tubercular  Peritonitis 

(3)  A  man  aged  78  years:  certified  cause  of  death: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(4)  A  man  aged  85  years:  certified  cause  of  death: 

Left  Ventricular  Cardiac  Failure 
Chronic  Bronchitis 
Generalised  Arteriosclerosis 
Large  Tubercular  Gland,  right  Axilla 

No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 
1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 
Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

There  was  no  occasion  during  the  year  under  review  to 
make  application  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  removal 
of  aged  and  infirm  persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and 
unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  not  receiving  from  other 
persons  proper  care  and  attention. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  organised  on 
behalf  of  participating  authorities  by  the  Manchester  and 
District  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  was  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  and  the  following  tables  show  the 
results  of  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  res¬ 
pect  of  the  joint  scheme  covering  nine  neighbouring  local 
authorities. 

ESTIMATION  OF  DEPOSITED  MATTER  by  deposit 


gauges. 

Average  deposited  matter  =  tons  per  square  mile,  period- 
October,  1954  to  September,  1956. 


SITE 

Rain 
(i inches ) 

p.H. 

Insoluble 

Matter 

Soluble 

Matter 

Total 

Solids 

Bucklow  R.D. 

Partington  Gas  Works 

Winter,  1954-55 

3.51 

4.2 

13.54 

9.51 

23.05 

Summer,  1955 

1.93 

5.2 

12.85 

5.06 

17.91 

Winter,  1955-56 

2.26 

4.5 

15.33 

7.55 

22.88 

Year  1955-56 . 

2.09 

4.8 

14.09 

6.30 

20.39 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.98 

4.5 

12.18 

6.85 

19.03 

Bent  Farm,  Warburton 

Winter,  1954-55 . 

3.27 

5.1 

4.83 

6.80 

11.63 

Summer,  1955 

1.95 

5.4 

5.05 

3.30 

8.35 

Winter,  1955-56 

2.12 

4.6 

4.16 

4.29 

8.45 

Year  1955-56 

2.87 

5.0 

4.60 

3.80 

8.40 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.93 

5.2 

5.28 

6.23 

11.51 

Irlam  U.D. 

Sewage  Works 

Winter,  1954-55 

3.82 

4.5 

7.63 

7.26 

14.89 

Summer,  1955 

1.75 

5.6 

7.55 

4.87 

12.42 

Winter,  1955-56 

1.95 

5.2 

6.09 

6.39 

12.48 

Year  1955-56 

1.75 

5.4 

6.90 

5.56 

12.46 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.93 

5.0 

6.48 

9.16 

15.64 

Sale  M.B. — 

Sewage  Works 

Winter,  1954-55 

3.91 

4.1 

6.86 

6.56 

13.42 

Summer,  1955 

1.86 

6.1 

5.84 

3.84 

9.68 

Winter,  1955-56 

2.32 

4.8 

6.15 

5.62 

11.77 

Year  1955-56 . 

2.09 

5.4 

5.99 

4.73 

10.72 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.71 

5.9 

10.65 

14.11 

24.76 

Stretford  M.B. 

Metrovick — West  Works 

Winter,  1954-55 . 

3.35 

3.9 

56.17 

11.76 

67.93 

Summer,  1955 

1.94 

4.6 

56.92 

9.16 

66.08 

Winter,  1955-56 

2.33 

4.3 

49.54 

10.43 

59.97 

Year  1955-56 

2.13 

4.4 

56.23 

9.79 

66.02 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.83 

4.4 

27.73 

10.53 

58.26 

Urmston  U.D. 

Bowfell  Road 

Winter,  1954-55 

3.73 

4.3 

11.16 

9.46 

20.62 

Summer,  1955 

2.05 

5.7 

9.03 

4.96 

13.99 

Winter,  1955-56 

2.40 

4.5 

9.26 

7.20 

16.46 

Year  1955-56 . 

2.24 

5.1 

9.14 

6.08 

15.22 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.70 

5.1 

9.81 

7.75 

17.56 

Eccles  M.B. 

Sewage  Works 

Winter,  1954-55 

3.34 

4.3 

12.78 

10.85 

23.63 

Summer,  1955 

1.89 

5.9 

13.88 

6.28 

20.16 

Winter,  1955-56 . 

2.23 

4.4 

13.64 

8.13 

21.77 

Year  1955-56 

2.06 

5.1 

13.76 

7.20 

20.96 

Summer,  1956  . 

3.78 

5.1 

14.80 

8.34 

23.14 

Westwood  Park 

Winter,  1954-55 . 

3.93 

4.1 

13.37 

8.86 

22.23 

Summer,  1955  . 

2.23 

5.4 

10.11 

4.67 

14.78 

Winter,  1955-56 . 

2.61 

4.2 

11.34 

6.64 

17.98 

Year  1955-56 . 

2.42 

4.8 

10.73 

5.66 

16.39 

Summer,  1 956 

3.99 

5.3 

11.80 

7.02 

18.82 
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*Apparatus  damaged  during  period  due  to  unauthorised  interference. 

Whereas  the  measurements  recorded  above  are  shown  as  averages,  it  is  felt 
(that  detailed  monthly  figures  should  be  furnished  in  respect  of  the  instruments 
located  within  the  Borough,  and  accordingly  the  measurements  are  shown  both  in 
table  form  and  graphically. 


miLUG-RfiMHeS  SUUpHUR  OtOXtO£  PER  (00  SQ  CM  PER  DP  Y 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

activity  of  sulphur  dioxide  durino  i^sg 

. VICTORIA  PftftK 
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Tons  Per  Square:  K1ile\ 


R<mos  phe^ic  PoUV-LTflOM 

Dr  Poe  i<irp  l^S'fc 

TfcRFFOR3>  Vf&srr  Wo^ks. 
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Novi 


Borough  of  Stretford — Deposited  Matter — tons/sq.  mile 
Deposit  gauge  at  Metropolitan  Vickers  Electrical  Co.  Ltd., 

West  Works,  Trafford  Park. 


Month  and 
Year 

Rain 

inches 

pH. 

value 

Total 

insoluble 

matter 

Total 

soluble 

matter 

Total 

solids 

October,  1954 

5.24 

3.2 

38.77 

12.77 

51.54 

November 

4.81 

3.6 

36.80 

11.20 

48.00 

December  . 

4.37 

4.4 

69.65 

15.54 

85.19 

January,  1955 

1.97 

3.9 

77.33 

8.72 

86.05 

February  . 

1.77 

4.2 

55.22 

11.16 

66.38 

March 

1.93 

4.3 

59.25 

11.14 

70.39 

April . 

1.97 

4.2 

36.19 

9.93 

46.12 

May  . 

2.76 

4.1 

64.07 

10.55 

74.62 

June  . 

3.19 

4.5 

46.75 

10.19 

56.94 

July 

0.67 

5.5 

79.07 

8.14 

87.21 

August  . 

0.75 

5.5 

53.81 

7.23 

61.04 

September  . 

2.29 

3.9 

61.62 

8.94 

70.56 

October . 

1.81 

3.8 

40.92 

11.60 

52.52 

November  . 

1.77 

4.3 

38.33 

9.11 

47.44 

December  . 

4.22 

4.3 

52.39 

14.88 

67.27 

January,  1956 

4.53 

4.0 

49.20 

10.36 

59.56 

February  . 

0.63 

4.3 

46.06 

8.31 

54.37 

March  . 

1.02 

4.8 

70.31 

8.30 

78.61 

April 

3.59 

4.0 

59.18 

9.96 

69.14 

May  . 

0.99 

5.2 

72.50 

8.21 

80.71 

June  . 

2.17 

4.2 

42.09 

9.88 

51.97 

July  . 

5.48 

4.0 

36.35 

12.63 

48.98 

August  . 

7.92 

4.0 

39.26 

14.28 

53.54 

September  . 

2.84 

4.8 

36.98 

8.24 

45.22 

October 

1.85 

3.8 

41.07 

10.83 

51.90 

November  . 

1.30 

3.6 

36.39 

13.26 

49.65 

December  . 

2.84 

5.0 

41.38 

13.21 

54.59 

Page  Fifty 


Borough  of  Stretford 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution-— 

Sulphur  Dioxide  by  Lead  Paroxide  Method 

Milligrammes  sulphur  dioxide  per  100  sq.  centimetres  exposed 

surface  per  day. 


Year  &  Month 

Victoria 

Park 

Trafford  Pk. 
West  Works 

Trafford  Pk . 
Mosley  Rd. 

Lostock 

Library 

June,  1955 

1.31 

* 

7.61 

_ 

December,  1955 

3.28 

5.00 

12.02 

— 

January,  1956 

3.56 

7.00 

9.14 

— 

February 

5.08 

6.02 

7.87 

— 

March 

3.14 

6.14 

6.96 

— 

April  . 

3.32 

4.08 

8.02 

— 

May . 

1.36 

5.81 

10.76 

— 

June 

1.15 

5.86 

11.65 

— 

July . 

1.22 

6.09 

9.42 

— 

August  . 

1.39 

5.54 

11.46 

— 

September 

1.65 

3.07 

5.08 

— 

October 

2.72 

5.24 

11.29 

— 

November  . 

2.96 

6.57 

7.09 

3.21 

December  . 

2.43 

5.12 

6.93 

* 

*  Analyses  accidently  spoiled. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  present  to  you  my  eighth  Annual  Report 
covering  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  in  con¬ 
nection  with  environmental  health  and  the  operations  of  the 
cleansing  service,  in  respect  of  the  calendar  year  1956.  The 
year  opened  with  staff  shortages  and  although  at  first  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  recruiting  suitable  inspectors, 
the  staffing  position  was  rectified  by  September.  Despite  the 
depleted  numbers  of  officers,  the  work  progressed  very  satis¬ 
factorily  during  the  year  and  due  to  the  enlightened  attitude 
of  the  committee  in  training  a  full-time  pupil  in  the  depart¬ 
ment,  it  was  found  possible  to  fill  one  vacancy  by  promotion. 
As  from  the  1st  October  a  further  full-time  pupil  was 
appointed  and  authorised  to  attend  the  sandwich  course  for 
public  health  inspectors  at  the  Royal  Technical  College, 
Salford.  Upon  qualifying  this  man  will  be  available  to  fill 
a  future  vacancy,  and  has  undertaken  to  serve  the  Council 
for  a  period  of  three  years,  in  that  event. 

Additional  powers  for  dealing  with  food  premises  were 
made  available  in  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  which 
came  into  force  from  the  1st  January,  1956.  The  provisions 
of  the  Regulations  concerning  the  installation  of  fittings  and 
equipment  became  operative  from  the  1st  July,  1956,  and 
during  the  year  many  visits  have  been  made  to  ensure  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Regulations.  In  the  important  matter  of 
the  prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution,  the  appointed  day 
for  portions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  was  declared  to  be 
the  31st  December,  1956,  and  local  authorities  are  now  able 
to  submit  proposals  for  smoke  control  areas,  and  new  furnaces 
must  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  smokeless.  The  latter  require¬ 
ment  carries  with  it  the  need  for  prior  approval  of  plant  and 
equipment  upon  the  submission  of  drawings  and  specifications 
of  proposed  boiler  plant  to  the  Department. 

The  change  in  Government  policy  in  connection  with  the 
provision  of  slaughtering  facilities  was  made  known  during 
the  year  and  the  policy  of  moderate  concentration  has  now 
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been  abandoned  and  each  local  authority  must  secure  the 
provision  of  slaughtering  facilities  to  meet  the  needs  of  its 
own  area.  In  this  connection  the  facilities  at  Mode  Wheel 
are  considered  to  be  adequate,  as  in  practice  more  food 
animals  pass  through  the  slaughterhouses  than  are  required 
for  consumption  within  the  Borough.  Alongside  the  facilities 
within  the  boundaries  of  Stretford,  a  proposal  has  been  made 
by  the  Manchester  Corporation,  which  has  been  sanctioned 
with  authority  granted  to  incur  an  expenditure  of  2\  million 
pounds  for  the  provision  of  a  new  abattoir,  wholesale  meat 
market  and  cold  air  stores  at  Phillips’  Park,  Manchester. 

When  these  are  in  operation,  within  the  next  four  years, 
they  will  cater  for  a  large  area  surrounding  the  city,  but  are 
not  expected  to  have  any  detrimental  effect  upon  the  facilities 
already  existing  at  the  Mode  Wheel  Cattle  Market. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Inspectorate  were  actively 
engaged  on  the  detailed  inspection  of  houses  which  had  been 
included  in  the  initial  programme  for  clearance  and  early 
in  the  forthcoming  year,  five  areas,  containing  thirty-three 
dwellinghouses,  will  be  reported  for  clearance.  This  affords 
a  welcome  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  worst  houses 
within  the  Borough,  which  have  been  scheduled  for  action 
for  many  years.  It  has  been  reported  repeatedly  that  the 
resources  of  the  public  cleansing  service  in  the  matter  of  the 
collection  of  house  refuse  have  lagged  behind  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Borough,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  proposals 
were  in  hand  which  promised  to  secure  a  rigid  weekly  collec¬ 
tion  from  every  dwellinghouse.  provided  a  small  increment 
of  further  expenditure  can  be  provided  in  the  estimates  for 
the  forthcoming  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  KAY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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(i)  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 


(a)  Complaints  received  and  Investigated 

The  varied  nature  of  the  many  problems  of  environmental 
hygiene  are  reflected  in  the  complaints  received  at  the  office 
which  numbered  1,228  during  the  year  1956.  The  number 
is  larger  than  usual,  and  the  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the 
greater  demand  for  replacement  of  unserviceable  dustbins, 
due  mainly  to  the  ban  on  galvanising  of  such  articles  which 
was  in  force  two  years  ago. 


Nature  of  Complaint 

N  umber 
Received 

Obstructed  drains  . 

37 

Obstructed  cellar  drains 

9 

Obstructed  sink  wastepipe 

4 

Obstructed  water  closet 

7 

Obstructed  yard  drain 

4 

Defective  water  closet 

23 

Defective  plaster 

5 

Defective  dustbin  .  . 

594 

Defective  house  roof 

71 

Defective  floors 

4 

Defective  windows 

5 

Defective  fireplaces 

7 

Defective  lavatory  basin 

1 

Defective  wall 

8 

Defective  gutters 

32 

Defective  chimney 

14 

Defective  drains 

21 

Dampness  of  house 

32 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

11 

Dirty  house 

5 

General  insanitary  conditions 

4 

Houses  infested  with  vermin 

80 

Rats  and  Mice  infesting  dwellings 

Requests  for  Inspector  to  call  (nature  of 

167 

complaint  not  stated) 

11 

Food 

5 

Miscellaneous 

67 

Total 

1,228 
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(b)  Visits  and  Inspections 

The  number  of  visits  to  separate  premises  undertaken  on 
routine  work,  or  in  response  to  complaints,  totalled  10,221, 
which  is  fairly  representative  of  a  normal  year.  When  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  twelve  months  more  visits  were  paid 
to  dwellinghouses  in  connection  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  but  fewer  visits  were  needed  for  the  in¬ 
vestigation  and  prevention  of  spread  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases. 

The  following  analysis  of  inspections  shows  the  volume  of 
work  undertaken  by  the  staff,  and  how  re-visits  to  supervise 
and  approve  work  specified  by  Notice  have  accounted 
for  one-quarter  of  the  total  inspections. 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

Number 

Houses — 

Public  Health  Acts  . 

1,837 

Housing  Acts  . 

139 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

758 

Overcrowding  . 

12 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests  . 

1 ,044 

Canal  Boats  . 

1 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . 

35 

Rivers  and  Streams  . 

9 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

4 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  . 

22 

Factories  with  Power  . 

186 

,,  without  Power  . 

19 

Workplaces  . 

5 

Outworkers’  rooms  . 

33 

Bakehouses  . 

75 

Public  Conveniences  . 

1 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc . 

4 

Schools  . 

23 

Shop  Acts . 

230 

Petroleum  Acts  . 

119 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  . 

6 

Common  Yards  and  Passages  . 

8 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc . 

274 

Miscellaneous  Visits . 

889 

Vermin  . 

432 

Re-visits  to  premises  under  notice — Public  Health  Act  .... 

2,499 

„  „  „  „  —Housing  Act . 

72 

Offensive  Trades  . 

5 

Smoke  Observations  . 

28 

Boiler  Plant  . 

6 

MEAT  AND  FOODS— 

Slaughterhouses . 

294 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Stores  . 

100 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . 

19 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers . 

41 

Grocers  and  other  Food  Shops  . 

162 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

20 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . 

115 

Food  Vehicles  . 

7 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

63 

Restaurants  and  Dining  Rooms  . 

184 

Other  Food  Premises  . 

196 

Milk  Samples  . 

30 

Food  and  Drugs  Samples . 

151 

Ice  Cream  Samples . 

46 

Other  Samples .  . 

27 

Total 

10,221 
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(c)  Improvements  effected  in  Environmental  Conditions 

Steady  progress  can  again  be  reported  in  the  repair  of 
dwellinghouses,  the  abatement  of  sanitary  defects,  and  the 
amelioration  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  and  about 
premises.  Many  of  these  infringements  constitute  statutory 
nuisances,  or  other  contraventions  of  Statute,  Regulation  or 
Byelaw,  and  in  most  cases  the  appropriate  remedy  has  been 
provided  voluntarily  and  without  delay  once  the  individual 
concerned  was  made  aware  of  his  responsibility. 

This  result  was  achieved  after  the  service  of  720  informal 
notices  in  addition  to  verbal  intimations  in  appropriate  cases. 
Formal  action  was  necessary  in  certain  cases,  and  continuing 
defects  and  contraventions  called  for  the  service  of  306  statu¬ 
tory  abatement  notices  during  the  year.  Completion  of  the 
work  found  necessary  in  300  cases  was  achieved  by  the  end 
of  the  year  after  formal  action  on  the  part  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
and  proceedings  were  actually  instituted  in  28  cases  resulting 
in  the  issue  of  abatement  orders  in  25  cases. 

The  overall  position  in  respect  of  nuisances  abated  and 
defects  remedied,  and  the  number  and  type  of  notices  served 
and  completed,  is  given  in  detail  in  the  following  table:— 


Page  Fifty-Seven 


Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Number 

1 

Houses — 

Chimneys  and  stacks  repaired  . 

40 

Coppers  provided  or  repaired  . 

1 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

7 

Ami 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired . 

80 

Dampness  abated 

25 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  or  renewed . 

5 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed . 

20 

Eaves  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  . 

240 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  . 

19 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . 

58 

Overcrowding  abated  . 

9 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

252 

Rooms  cleansed  and  re-decorated 

1 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

95 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  . 

5 

Sashcords  provided  . 

45 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

4 

Ventilation  provided  . 

7 

Walls  (external)  re-pointed,  etc.  . 

98 

Wall  plaster  repaired  . 

165 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

98 

Water  supplies  provided  . 

2 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . 

18 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired 

16 

Drainage — 

Drains  cleared  of  obstructions  . 

123 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . 

195 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 

2 

Water  Closets — 

New  water  closets  provided  . 

8 

Water  closet  compartments  repaired 

17 

Water  closet  pedestals  provided  . 

14 

Water  closet  cisterns  provided  or  repaired 

16 

Page  Fifty-Eight 


Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied — continued 


Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Number 

Dustbins — 

New  dustbins  provided  . 

1,728 

Miscellaneous — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . 

12 

Animals — nuisances  abated 

1 

Dirty  premises  cleansed 

2 

Contraventions  remedied  in — 

Shops . . 

*5 

Butchers'  premises  . 

2 

Food  premises  generally  . 

11 

Factories  and  workplaces  . 

36 

Bakehouses  . 

2 

Total . 

3,379 

INFORMAL  NOTICES 


Subject 

Outstanding 

31/12/55 

Served 

Abated 

Outstanding 

31/12/56 

Public  Health  Acts . 

164 

651 

499 

316 

Housing  Acts  . 

— 

19 

— 

19 

Factories  Acts — 

Mechanical  Power 

8 

16 

5 

19 

Non-Mechanical . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Shops  Act . 

7 

5 

1 

11 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

3 

28 

11 

20 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Petroleum 

Regulations . 

2  .  . 

2 

— 

Total  . 

186 

720 

520 

386 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES 


Section 
of  Act 

Subject 

Out¬ 
standing 
31st  Dec., 
1955 

Served 

Abated 

Out¬ 
standing 
31st  Dec., 
1956 

24 

Maintenance  of  a 
length  of  public 
sewer  . 

27 

27 

39 

Drainage . 

3 

26 

27 

2 

45 

Defective  Water- 
closet  . 

9 

9 

60 

Means  of  Escape 
from  fire . 

1 

1 

2 

83 

Conditions  preju¬ 
dicial  to  health  . 

1 

1 

91-100 

do.  do. 

32 

242 

230 

44 

Housing 

Acts 

9 

General  Housing 
Defects  . 

3 

1 

4 

11 

Time  and  Place 
Notices  . 

4 

4 

11 

Demolition  Order . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total  . 

39 

312 

300 

51 

(2)  DRAINAGE 

In  urban  areas  the  inspection,  supervisions  and  approval 
of  drainage  systems  and  plumbing  installations  is  a  real 
factor  in  securing  and  preserving  hygienic  circumstances,  and 
the  staff  has  maintained,  as  in  previous  years,  a  rigid  control 
of  all  proposals  for  new  development  in  domestic,  commercial, 
industrial  and  public  premises.  This  has  been  facilitated  by 
liaison  with  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  in  respect 
of  proposals  for  new  buildings  shown  on  drawings  deposited 
in  his  Department  for  Bye-law  approval,  and  referred  to  the 
Health  Department  for  scrutiny  and  checking  in  relation  to 
drainage. 

Inspections  and  tests  during  the  year  totalled  1,044  in 
respect  of  both  new  and  existing  drainage  systems.  Repair 
and  maintenance  of  the  latter  called  for  the  service  of  statu¬ 
tory  notices  in  53  cases,  whilst  nine  formal  notices  were 
served  in  connection  with  defective  sanitary  fittings.  In  every 
case  the  re-drainage  work  was  carried  out  promptly,  in  39 
cases  at  the  owners’  instructions,  and  in  the  remaining  14 
instances,  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Work  of  maintenance  and  repair  to  combined  drains  was 
undertaken  as  a  statutory  duty  in  12  cases,  at  a  total  cost 
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of  £538  13s.  Od.  This  expenditure  was  recharged  to  the 
respective  owners  in  proportion,  as  laid  down  by  the  enabling 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(3)  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  year  under  review  showed  a  maintenance  of  the  close 
control  over  the  rodent  population  which  has  been  established 
with  sustained  endeavours  for  more  than,  a  dozen  years.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  previously  that  these  pests  are  so  prolific 
that  only  constant  vigilance  and  the  maintenance  of  effective 
measures  of  elimination  and  prevention  can  obviate  consider¬ 
able  damage  to  buildings,  and  the  possible  loss  of  large 
quantities  of  foodstuffs.  The  danger  of  the  spread  of  infec¬ 
tion  through  contamination  of  foodstuffs  is  ever  present,  and 
must  be  met  by  a  sustained  campaign  throughout  the  district. 

The  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  has  been  of  real  assistance  with  ready 
advice  and  the  training  of  operatives,  and  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Ministry  Advisory  Committees  for  rodent  control  have 
filled  a  need  in  encouraging  co-operation  not  only  between 
adjoining  Local  Authorities,  but  also  between  Local  Authori¬ 
ties,  nationalised  bodies  and  service  departments. 

The  figures  shown  in  the  following  table  indicate  the  extent 
of  the  measures  taken  by  the  Department  to  ensure  that  the 
Borough  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice: — 


SURFACE  INFESTATION 


Type  of  Property 

Premises 

Treated 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Rats 

Killed 

Mice 

Killed 

Local  Authority  . 

38 

47 

58 

111 

Dwellinghouses  . 

213 

255 

62 

528 

Agricultural  Land  . 

22 

23 

46 

55 

Industrial  Premises . 

965 

1,671 

204 

2,513 

Totals  . 

1238 

1,996 

370 

3,207 

Control  of  Rats  in  Sewers 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  requirements  test-baiting  of 
the  sewers  is  undertaken  once  a  year,  and  a  poison  treatment 
at  all  manholes  where  infestation  has  been  detected  is  carried 
out  at  six-monthly  intervals,  in  March  and  September,  in  order 
to  cut  down  the  natural  increase  in  the  rat  population  in  the 
sewers,  with  a  view  to  the  final  elimination  of  rodents  in  the 
sewerage  system.  Over  a  number  of  years  this  systematic 
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maintenance  treatment  has  had  the  desirable  result  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  area  of  known  infestation  in  the  sewers,  and  this 
obviously  has  a  beneficial  affect  on  the  incidence  of  surface 
infestation. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  extent  of  the  treatment 
undertaken  during  1956,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year: 


1955 

19 

56 

March 

September 

March 

September 

Total  Number  of 
Manholes 

1,969 

1,969 

1,969 

1,969 

Number  of  Manholes 
Baited  . 

292 

67 

70 

321 

Number  of  Manholes 
showing  pre-bait 
take  . 

22 

4 

44 

30 

Number  of  Manholes 
showing  complete 
pre-bait  take  . 

22 

4 

44 

30 

(4)  REPAIRS  TO  DWELLINGHOUSE  PROPERTY 

Within  the  Borough  there  are  18,396  dwellinghouses  which 
were  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  a  large  amount 
of  the  District  Inspectors’  time  is  taken  up  in  the  inspection 
of  this  property  and  in  the  supervision  of  repairs.  During 
the  year  842  separate  dwellinghouses  were  inspected  in  con¬ 
nection  with  items  of  disrepair  and  sanitary  defects,  and  the 
total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  and  supervision  has 
reached  2,758.  During  the  course  of  the  calendar  year  794 
houses  were  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  after  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  repairs  by  Notice.  Informal  action  secured  the  repair 
of  557  unfit  houses,  whilst  statutory  action  had  to  be  invoked 
to  render  fit  for  human  habitaion  a  further  237  properties.  By 
far  the  majority  of  dwellinghouses  were  put  into  proper  condi¬ 
tion  on  the  instruction  of  the  owners,  namely,  in  761  instances, 
and  only  in  the  remaining  33  cases  had  the  Department  to 
take  action  in  default  of  the  owners  and  execute  the  works 
called  for  by  abatement  orders. 

The  general  standard  of  accommodation  within  the  Borough 
is  high,  as  the  majority  of  dwellinghouses  are  structurally 
sound  and  less  than  fifty  years  of  age.  It  is  also  estimated 
that  not  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  dwellinghouse  property 
is  of  such  a  standard  of  unfitness  that  they  will  become  the 
statutory  responsibility  of  the  Council  within  the  next  ten 
years.  Many  of  the  worst  houses  within  the  Borough  have 
already  been  inspected  with  a  view  to  declaring  clearance 
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areas,  and  accordingly,  this  sub-standard  property  will  not 
remain  occupied  any  longer  than  the  time  required  for  the 
procedure  to  be  completed. 

The  free  treatment  to  householders  against  insect  pests 
was  continued  during  the  year,  and  moderate  infestations 
were  eliminated  in  73  private  houses  and  55  council  houses. 
Furthermore,  67  disinfections  were  carried  out  following 
infectious  disease. 


(5)  PREVENTION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  number  of  factory  chimney  stacks  within  the  Borough 
capable  of  emitting  smoke  and  other  products  of  combustion 
into  the  atmosphere  had  increased  to  187  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  other  potential  sources  of  pollution  include  chemical 
and  acid  works,  gas  manufacture,  rubber  processing  and  the 
manufacture  of  asphalt.  The  means  of  securing  smoke 
abatement  have,  for  the  past  22  years,  included  Bye-Laws 
restricting  the  emission  of  black  smoke,  and  although  these 
provisions  are  still  in  operation,  it  is  expected  that  the  appoin¬ 
ted  day  will  soon  be  announced  when  the  emission  of  dark 
smoke,  in  addition  to  black  smoke,  will  constitute  an  offence. 

In  anticipation  of  this  tightening  of  the  law,  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  under  review,  and 
in  three  cases  automatic  oil-fired  boilers  have  been  substi¬ 
tuted  for  troublesome  boiler  plant,  and  at  the  time  of  writing, 
the  installation  of  a  further  fully-automatic  oil  burning  plant 
is  in  progress.  Other  improvements  include  the  change-over 
from  steam  to  electric  motive  power  at  a  factory  where  black 
smoke  has  been  troublesmoe  in  the  past.  This  reduction  of 
load  on  the  steam-raising  plant  will  mean  that  two  of  the 
five  existing  boilers  will  only  be  in  operation  at  any  one 
time,  and  since  they  are  mechanically  operated  the  production 
of  even  dark  smoke  should  be  prevented.  Other  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution  include  the 
installation  of  a  gas  injected  incinerator  for  bituminous  trade 
waste,  and  elsewhere  an  improved  pattern  of  dust  collector. 

Although  the  Clean  Air  Act  of  1956  has  not  been  without 
its  critics,  the  Statute  will  enable  a  pronounced  step  forward 
to  be  taken  by  Local  Authorities  in  dealing  with  the  problems 
of  domestic  smoke,  which  forms  roughly  one-half  of  the  total 
of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
more  urgent  environment  problems  of  the  age.  By  virtue  of 
the  corning  into  operation  of  certain  portions  of  the  Act, 
Local  Authorities  are  now  able  to  declare  portions  of  their 
district  to  be  “smoke  control  areas”.  Tt  will  be  realised  that 
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this  procedure  has  been  facilitated  in  Stretford  by  the  pro¬ 
vision  in  1,444  post-war  Council  houses  of  single  fireplaces 
for  the  burning  of  solid  fuel,  all  of  which  are  approved 
appliances. 

(6)  FOOD  INSPECTION 

(a)  Meat  Inspection  at  time  of  Slaughter 

During  the  year  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  food 
animals  coming  forward  for  slaughter  has  been  recorded, 
and  the  total  number  slaughtered  and  examined  post-mortem 
was  39,108.  The  day  to  day  work  of  meat  inspection  con¬ 
tinued  smoothly  throughout  the  year,  and  it  was  again  found 
possible  to  undertake  one  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  with 
the  services  of  one  full-time  meat  inspector  assisted  by  the 
district  inspectors  as  occasion  demanded. 

The  tendency  for  the  incidence  of  disease  in  the  animals 
examined  to  show  an  increase,  which  has  been  reported  for 
the  past  two  years,  has  now  been  reversed,  and  lower  per¬ 
centages  of  the  incidence  of  disease  are  recorded  in  all  classes 
of  animals,  except  sheep.  Here  a  slight  increase  in  the  per¬ 
centage  of  animals  affected  with  diseases,  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis,  is  apparent  despite  the  increased  throughput  of  sheep 
compared  with  the  year  1955. 

The  following  table  furnishes  details  of  the  animals  brought 
forward  for  slaughter,  and  the  diseased  conditions  found 
therein  and  without  doubt  indicate  the  value  of  routine  meat 
inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter  for  the  purpose  of  prevent¬ 
ing  food  infections: — 
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ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND  INCIDENCE  OF 

DISEASE 


1956 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  . 3 

4,189 

626 

592 

26,286 

7,387 

28 

Number  inspected  J 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

4 

4 

2 

17 

32 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

674 

123 

1,246 

843 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

161% 

20-2% 

•33% 

13-26% 

11-8% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

4 

12 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

218 

145 

351 

Percentage  of  num¬ 
ber  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

5-2% 

23*4% 

— 

— 

4-7% 

— 
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WHOLE  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


Cows 

Hei¬ 

fers 

Bul¬ 

locks 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Generalised  tuberculosis 

13 

2 

1 

2 

*Cysticerus  bovis  . 

— 

6 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  septic  pericarditis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  septic  pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Acute  septic  peritonitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Acute  peritonitis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Dead  on  arrival  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Emaciation  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Fevered  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Fish  tainted . 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Moribund  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

3 

Oedema  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Osteomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pyaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Swine  erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Swine  fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Septic  mastitis . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbilical  pyaemia 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

' 

*  Carcases  treated  by  refrigeration. 


Once  diseased  material  has  been  surrendered  to  the  Local 
Authority  there  remains  the  duty  of  securing  its  proper  dis¬ 
posal,  and  the  Department  has  continued  to  supervise 
arrangements  whereby  the  diseased  food  is  collected  for  pro¬ 
cessing  into  fertilisers  or  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

The  weight  of  carcase  meat  and  offals  which  were  sur¬ 
rendered  for  condemnation  and  treated  with  green  dye  before 
release  to  the  processers  was  26  tons,  7  cwt.,  1  qr.,  17  lb., 
and  the  proceeds  for  the  period  under  review  amounted  to 
£394  12s.  9d.  In  accordance  with  the  agreement  which 
obtains  between  the  Council  and  the  slaughtering  firms,  a 
proportion  of  the  above-mentioned  proceeds  is  retained  by 
the  Council  to  offset  expenses. 


(b)  Other  Foods 

In  addition  to  the  routine  examination  of  meat  at  the  time 
of  slaughter,  all  articles  of  food  for  human  consumption  are 
subject  to  inspection  as  occasion  demands,  and  during  the 
year,  upon  routine  visits  or  complaint,  the  following  com¬ 
modities  were  declared  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
and  were  therefore  surrendered  by  the  food  traders: 
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Canned  Meat  . 

Tons 

1 

cwt. 

7 

qr. 

lb. 

4 

Canned  Fruit  . 

— 

14 

3 

2 

Frozen  Egg  . 

— 

2 

2 

24 

Dried  Canned  Milk 

— 

1 

3 

23 

Canned  Vegetables . 

— 

2 

— 

10 

Dried  Fruit  . 

— 

1 

— 

6 

Canned  Fish  . 

— 

— 

2 

20 

Pulse . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Fruit  Juice  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Tea  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fresh  Meat  and  Bacon  . 

— 

4 

— 

25 

Miscellaneous  . 

— 

25 

Tor  At . 

2 

18 

1 

27 

(c)  Food  Premises 

The  total  number  of  food  premises  recorded  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  530  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  classification  of  the  various  types  of  food  premises: 


Type  of  Business  Number 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  .  145 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  .  42 

Fishmongers  3 

Meat  Shops  .  43 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  .  39 

Fried  Fish  Shops  25 

Sweets  and  Ice  Cream  .  57 

Licensed  Premises.  Restaurants,  Cafes 

and  Snack  Bars  .  117 

Factory  Canteens  .  59 


Numbered  among  these  food  premises  are  certain  shops 
which  require  to  be  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  at  the  31st  December,  , 
1956,  the  register  contained  the  following  entries: — 


Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  15 

Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice  Cream  .  152 

Preparation  of  Preserved  Foods  .  10 


Total  .  177 
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As  this  is  the  first  complete  year  during  which  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  have  been  in 
operation,  many  routine  visits  were  undertaken  to  secure 
the  standard  of  food  hygiene  demanded  by  those  Regulations. 
1,201  routine  visits  to  food  shops  and  food  preparing  premises 
were  undertaken  during  the  year,  and  in  many  cases  im¬ 
provements,  particularly  in  respect  of  washing  facilities,  were 
provided. 

On  only  two  occasions  was  formal  action  in  connection 
with  the  seizure  of  unsound  food  found  to  be  necessary;  in 
one  case  a  successful  prosecution  followed,  whilst  in  the  other 
it  was  felt  that  a  warning  letter  from  the  Town  Clerk  was 
appropriate  in  the  circumstances  reported. 

Although  ice  cream  manufactured  on  modern  lines  is  re¬ 
garded  by  many  as  a  food  above  suspicion,  it  has  been  found 
over  the  past  two  or  three  summers  that  satisfactory  results 
can  only  be  achieved  where  constant  attention  is  given  to  the 
process  of  manufacture,  the  proper  sterilisation  of  all  equip¬ 
ment  and  suitable  storage  conditions  prior  to  sale.  The 
supervision  of  manufacturing  plant  and  the  inspection  of 
premises  for  registration,  together  with  routine  visits,  accounts 
for  63  inspections  in  connection  with  ice  cream. 

In  addition,  routine  sampling  was  continued  during  the 
year,  and  the  results  are  furnished  in  the  following  two  tables; 


Results  of  Ice  Cream  Testing 

Bacteriological.  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 

Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 
I  II  III  IV 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  in  Stretford)  4  2 


Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  2 

Wrapped  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere  9 


1  1  7 

3  2  7 


Total  15  6  3  14 


One  ice  lolly  examined  was  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  imitation  cream  was  satisfactory. 
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Fat  Content 

Chemical 

More 

than 

10% 

5-10 

Of 

/o 

2i-5 

% 

Less 

than 

2i% 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  in  Stretford)  — 

4 

1 

— 

Loose  ice  cream 

Manufactured  elsewhere 

.  7 

1 

— 

— 

Wrapped  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere) 

.  13 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

.  20 

5 

1 

_ 

One  ice  lolly  examined  was  found  genuine. 

One  sample  of  imitation  cream  was  found  genuine. 

(7)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

The  promotion  of  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  and 
office  workers  is  provided  for  in  the  Shops  Act  and  Public 
Health  Act,  and  during  the  period  under  review  230  visits 
were  made  for  this  pupose.  The  Shops  Act  also  controls 
hours  of  closing  and  Sunday  trading,  and  although  no  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  provision  relating  to  closing  hours  were 
reported  during  the  year,  difficulties  were  encountered  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  commodities  on  Sundays  in  contra¬ 
vention  of  the  law.  Sunday  visits  were  made  by  the  staff 
in  order  to  check  unlawful  trading,  and  the  restrictions  are 
being  brought  to  the  notice  of  shopkeepers  as  occasion  de¬ 
mands. 

(8)  MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES 

(a)  Cinemas 

Visits  to  cinemas  have  again  confirmed  the  usual  high 
standard  of  amenity  in  these  buildings,  and  any  minor  items 
of  disrepair,  or  sanitary  defect,  have  been  remedied  promptly. 

(b)  Explosives 

The  provisions  of  the  Explosive  Act,  1875,  relative  to  the 
registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  fireworks,  have  been 
enforced,  and  prior  to  the  month  of  November  the  usual 
circular  letter  to  shopkeepers  advising  them  of  the  Regula¬ 
tions  and  restrictions  on  sales  was  issued  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  as  a  result,  78  applicants  were  registered  for  the 
sale  of  fireworks  and  shop  goods. 
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No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  licences 
to  store  explosives. 

(c)  Game  Licences 

Five  applications  for  the  removal  of  licences  to  deal  in 
game  were  issued  to  fishmongers  and  poulterers. 

(d)  Marine  Store  Dealers 

The  registration  of  marine  store  dealers  is  called  for  under 
Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  and 
the  number  of  persons  registered  in  this  connection  remains 
at  seven.  In  order  to  enable  police  officers  to  inspect  the 
records  kept  by  such  dealers,  authorisations  were  issued 
during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Chief  Superintendent. 

(e)  Rag  Flock  and  Filling  Materials 

There  is  only  one  business  within  the  Borough  using  rag 
flock  and  other  materials  in  articles  of  bedding,  and  this  firm 
was  registered  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

(f)  Schools 

Inspection  of  the  26  schools  within  the  Borough  was  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  course  of  the  year  in  connection  with  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation,  washing  facilities,  and  the  condition  of 
yard  surfaces.  The  amenities  generally  are  of  a  reasonably 
high  standard  and  any  defects  usually  receive  prompt  atten¬ 
tion. 

Supervision  of  the  various  articles  of  food  supplied  for 
use  in  the  school  kitchen  was  continued  during  the  year,  as 
experience  shows  that  a  close  control  must  be  maintained 
on  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  commodities  provided,  in 
order  to  ensure  full  compliance  with  the  contracts  imposed 
upon  the  suppliers. 

(9)  HACKNEY  CARRIAGES 

The  control  of  hackney  carriages  continued  to  be  exer¬ 
cised  by  the  Department  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of 
licensed  vehicles  reached  12,  whilst  16  applicants  were 
licensed  as  hackney  carriage  drivers.  The  practice  of  issuing 
special  licences  to  ply  for  hire  at  the  stands  adjoining  the 
Cricket  Ground,  Football  Ground  and  Greyhound  Stadium, 
resulted  in  the  granting  of  79  licences  in  respect  of  vehicles 
with  a  principal  licence  issued  elsewhere  than  in  Stretford. 
94  applications  for  special  drivers'  licences  in  respect  of  these 
vehicles  were  also  granted  during  the  year. 
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(10)  PUBLIC  MORTUARY 

The  following  table  indicates  the  certified  cause  of  death 
in  respect  of  bodies  received  into  the  public  mortuary  upon 
instructions  from  the  police: — 


Cause  of  Death 

No.  of  occasions 
when  Mortuary 
used 

Natural  causes  . 

51 

Accidental : 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning . 

1 

Works  accident . 

1 

Road  accident  . 

1 

Fall  into  river  . 

1 

4 

Misadventure: 

Asphyxia  . 

1 

Road  accident  . 

1 

Works  accident . 

1 

Post-operation  shock 

1 

4 

Suicide: 

Coal  gas  poisoning 

2 

Coal  gas  poisoning  and  haemorrhage 

1 

Drowning  . 

1 

Narcotic  Poisoning  . 

1 

5 

Murder: 

Fracture  of  skull  . 

2 . 

2 

Total . 

66 

(11)  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 
Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

The  department  was  called  upon  to  deal  with  only  one 
case  of  a  person  who  had  died  within  the  Borough  in  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  covered  by  Section  50  of  the  Act.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  the  burial,  and  the  cost  of  £22  15s.  6d.  was 
defrayed  partly  from  the  estate  of  the  deceased  and  partly 
by  death  grant  received  from  the  Ministry  of  National 
Insurance. 

(12)  STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE 

During  the  period  under  review  1 19  inspections  were  made 
in  connection  with  storage  installations  for  the  supervision 
of  repairs  and  renewals  of  fittings,  and  the  testing  of  under¬ 
ground  tanks.  The  number  of  storage  licenses  which  were 
issued  reached  182,  and  the  income  from  licence  fees  amoun¬ 
ted  to  £125  1 5s.  Od. 
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(13)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Coiiection 

The  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  houses 
and  shops  continued  to  work  smoothly  during  the  year  and 
by  the  3 1st  December,  1956,  19,935  portable  dustbins  were 
in  use  for  the  storage  of  house  refuse.  A  welcome  reduction 
in  the  number  of  pail  closets  serving  premises  on  the  docks 
and  wharves  of  the  Ship  Canal  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
the  remaining  seven  are  emptied  twice  weekly. 

During  the  year  1,608  unserviceable  dustbins  were  replaced 
without  charge  under  the  Municipal  Dustbin  Provision 
Scheme,  and  in  addition,  1 1 1  dustbins  were  sold  by  the 
Department.  The  frequency  of  collection  varied  a  little 
during  the  course  of  the  year  on  account  of  variations  in 
seasonal  output,  and  the  incidence  of  national  holidays,  but 
it  was  still  found  possible  to  maintain  the  seven  to  nine  day 
collection  frequency  over  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  in  the  past  to  the  increasing 
demands  made  upon  the  Cleansing  Department  due  to  the 
development  of  house  and  shop  property,  and  by  the  close 
of  the  year  proposals  were  being  formulated  to  institute  a 
regular  weekly  collection.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  will  call 
for  a  departure  from  the  normal  continuous  method  of  collec¬ 
tion,  and  will  also  involve  a  small  addition  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Department.  Once  achieved,  the  regular  weekly 
collection  will  result  in  more  than  one  million  bin  emptyings 
per  annum. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  household  refuse  produced  within  the 
Borough  is  dealt  with  by  constructional  tipping,  due  to  the 
marked  economy  of  this  method  of  disposal.  The  existing 
site  of  Poplar  Meadows  should  prove  sufficient  for  the  satis¬ 
factory  disposal  of  town’s  refuse  for  a  period  of  thirty  years, 
and  recent  calculations  of  the  progress  made  confirm  that 
this  is  a  reasonable  estimate. 

During  each  working  day  approximately  80  tons  of  hetero¬ 
genous  material  is  transported  to  Poplar  Meadows,  together 
with  quantities  of  refuse  from  the  Highways  and  Parks 
Departments.  In  the  course  of  a  year  this  amounts  to 
more  than  20,000  tons,  and  the  actual  figure  over  1956  was 
20,290  tons  12  cwt.  The  operations  are  mechanised  as  far 
as  possible,  and  the  fully-tracked  bulldozer,  despite  heavy 
maintenance  costs,  is  still  proving  satisfactory  and  represents 
a  welcome  saving  in  labour  costs. 
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(c)  Salvage 

The  recovery  of  various  marketable  materials  was  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  and  arrangements  made  to  separate 
tins  and  ferrous  metals.  The  year  under  review  was  a  success¬ 
ful  one,  as  the  income  from  salvage  showed  an  increase  of 
nearly  £500  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  which  was 
itself  a  near  record  for  the  Department.  The  total  income, 
as  shown  in  the  following  table,  was  £4,544,  despite  the 
restrictions  which  have  been  imposed  upon  the  quantities 
of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  which  may  be  despatched 
during  any  calendar  month: — 


Material 

Weight 

Income 

Tons  cwt.  lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

244 

8 

0 

1,069 

4 

9 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

389 

17 

2 

2,747 

1 

1 

Newsprint  . 

4 

19 

1 

151 

17 

6 

Fibre  Board  . 

61 

9 

1 

524 

17 

0 

Scrap  Iron 

4 

19 

0 

17 

6 

6 

Scrap  Bins  . 

3 

6 

0 

4 

7 

0 

String  . 

3 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Rags  . . . 

10 

1 

10 

5 

0 

Non-Ferrous  Metal . 

3 

2 

17 

19 

4 

Total . 

679 

8 

3 

£4,543 

19 

2 

The  total  tonnage  of  salvage  recovered  during  and  since 
the  war  has  now  reached  the  figure  of  13,393,  which  has 
reduced  the  operating  costs  of  the  Department  since  1939  to 


the  extent  of  £55,749: — 

Tons 

Baled  Paper .  4,946 

Kitchen  Waste  6,603 

Textiles  .  181 

Bones  .  131 

Ferrous  Metals  .  351 

Non-Ferrous  Metal  30 

Bottles  and  Jars  340 

Glass  .  141 

Tins  .  251 

Rubber  .  37 
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APPENDIX 


HACKNEY  CARRIAGE  AND  OTHER  LICENCES 

The  following  licences  have  been  issued: — - 


Year  1956 

No. 

issued 

Rate 

Amount 

received 

s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Hackney  Carriages: 

Coach  . 

12 

— 

-  j 

Drivers . 

16 

1  0 

16  0 

Special  Coach . 

79 

— 

— 

Special  Drivers  . 

94 

1  0 

4  14  0 

Other  Licences  issued: 

Petroleum  . 

174 

Scale  \ 

125  15  0 

Carbide  of  Calcium 

8 

do.  / 

Storage  of  Fireworks . 

78 

1  0 

3  18  0 
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